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T R I - C O U N T Y WAT E R C O N S E RVA N C Y D I S T R I C T

DALLAS CREEK WATER EMERGENCY
WATER INTERCONNECT COMPLETED

Tri-County Water Conservancy District
employees in conjunction with Dallas Creek
Water Company recently completed an
interconnect of domestic water distribution
systems on County Road 1 on Log Hill
Mesa.
The two agencies worked together to
connect their respective water supply
systems to benefit both agencies.
The interconnect originally stemmed from
DCWC’s understanding that if its raw water
supply was reduced for an extended period
of time due to drought or another emergency such as wildfire, the company may
not be able to meet customer demand.
Tri-County benefits from the
interconnect as well in case of an
emergency such as fire or supply failure
caused by power outage. The project
creates a reliable long-term back up supply

of treated domestic water to both agencies.
The interconnect included the
construction of more than 4500 linear
feet of pipeline, upgrading multiple
Tri-County pump stations and the
construction of two new pump stations
on DCWC’s system.
Half of the funding came through grants
acquired from the Bureau of Reclamation
WaterSMART program and the Colorado
Water Conservation Board.
“This interconnect really helps out both
communities, “ says Kyle Thompson,
Tri-County Assistant Manager of
Operations. “You really never know what
can happen and the interconnect brings
system resiliency.”
The project was completed last
October.

COLORADO RIVER NEGOTIATIONS
OUTLINE FUTURE OBSTACLES
Water district managers from the seven
western states which rely on the Colorado
River for water and federal leaders met
earlier this month to discuss looming
shortages and the importance of water
cutbacks and planning.
Climate change coupled with over
consumption has federal regulators
calling for states to reach a voluntary
agreement to reduce usage by 2 to 4
million acre-feet (approximately one-third
of the river’s annual average flow).
Negotiation leaders will have to
balance cuts in rapidly growing urban
areas against those in farming
communities like the Uncompahgre
Valley. Historically, water rights have
favored farms over urban development
based on seniority of historical use. Water
managers now expect that cuts could
affect even the most senior water users
with the biggest cuts coming in California
and Arizona.
The Upper Colorado River Commission
formally released a Request for Proposal

re-initiating a System Conservation Pilot
Program (SCPP) beginning spring 2023.
The Program aims to reduce consumptive
use through temporary, voluntary, and
compensated measures across the upper
basin states and allocates up to $125
million for the re-initiation with the
potential to increase in scale. This action
implements the first element of the UCRC’s
5-Point Plan released in July 2022.
Colorado River District General Manager
Andy Mueller responded that a program of
this scale and speed poses as much
risk and opportunity as a
Demand Management
program, therefore
it is critical
how the program
is implemented.
Tri-County will
continue to
provide important
information as
this situation
FULL
unfolds.
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